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HARDING UNIVERSITY IN GREECE ENDS EARLY DUE TO
COVID-19 GLOBAL HEALTH CONCERNS
written by Emily Nicks March 11, 2020
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Students attending Harding University in Greece (HUG) received notification today that they will be returning to the
States due to growing global concerns surrounding COVID-19, the disease caused by a new outbreak of a
coronavirus that began late last year. The intended program completion date was April 7, with some students
planning to participate in voluntary independent travel afterward.
The HUG campus is planned to be completely shut down by March 15, with students leaving in the coming days as
soon as return flights can be booked.

According to Audra Pleasant, executive director of International Programs (IP), the health conditions of Greece and
surrounding countries have been closely monitored by IP in the last few weeks. She said the decision came partially
due to conditions in Greece beginning to follow trends in other severely impacted countries, such as Italy.
“We hate it for the students,” Pleasant said. “We are so disappointed right alongside them. This is not what we were
hoping for at all, but it started to look like it was the right time to make the decision just to make sure that we protect
against travel disruptions and that students were able to freely return home when they had wanted to and didn’t end
up in any sort of unnecessary quarantine situation or other unknown.”
The decision came almost two weeks after IP decided to end Harding University in Florence early Feb. 26, and one
week after Spring Break Missions canceled all international mission trips planned for this week.
HUG students were informed through an email from Pleasant that they will receive a refund of $2,120.40 to their
student accounts, which represents 30% of their room and board payment for the semester and 30% of the program
fee payment. The students will complete their coursework for the semester remotely.
As of March 11, there are 99 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Greece, 10 of which were reported today. The country
closed Greek schools and universities until March 25, beginning March 11.
Pleasant said IP will continue to monitor the evolving global situation, paying particularly close attention to the
conditions in Chile, Peru and Argentina, the countries that play host to Harding University in Latin America (HULA),
the final international program still fully functioning as of now.
“At the moment while we are multiple times a day considering the situation and continuing to monitor, we don’t feel
like the decision needs to be made to bring [HULA] back to the U.S. at this time,” Pleasant said. “We will continue to
monitor the situation and if we feel like we’re starting to face the same sorts of difficulties with safety and travel
restrictions, then if we have to, we will also make the same decision for HULA, but no decision has been made at this
time.”
On March 9, Italy went into nationwide lockdown with blanket travel restrictions, the banning of public gatherings and
total school cancelations. The national lockdown, which initially began in the northern regions of Italy, came less than
two weeks after HUF students returned to the States.
Updates can be found at harding.edu/coronavirus.

HARDING UNIVERSITY SUSPENDS ON-CAMPUS CLASSES,
MOVES TO ONLINE CLASSES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
written by Emily Nicks March 12, 2020
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Harding University announced today that all classes would be conducted remotely until further notice. The University
is currently on Spring Break with classes originally intended to resume Monday, March 16. They will now resume
online.
In an email sent to students, President Bruce McLarty said students would receive information about the transition to
online classes by Monday. Students were asked not to return to campus to gather their things until further notice, but
encouraged to contact the Office of Student Life to gain permission and information if they feel they need to return.
Although unaddressed in the email, McLarty responded to the question of monetary refunds regarding room and
board in a tweet at 4:22 p.m.

“The University will make appropriate refunds of unused room and board,” McLarty wrote in the
tweet. “Until we know exactly what will be unused this semester, we ask for your patience in this
matter.”
“The University will make appropriate refunds of unused room and board,” McLarty wrote in the tweet. “Until we know
exactly what will be unused this semester, we ask for your patience in this matter.”
According to the email, Spring Sing 2020 and all on-campus events have been postponed with hopes of being
rescheduled. Graduation 2020 was not specifically addressed.
Walton Scholars received a separate email earlier today from Nicky Boyd informing them of a meeting on campus
Monday to address concerns and future circumstances. They will return to their dorms Sunday and have food
provided by the cafeteria beginning Monday. Administration is currently working to address other issues surrounding
the provisions of international students.
“These measures are unlike any we have ever had to undertake as a University; each decision is being made with
the welfare of the Harding campus community in mind as well as concern for the surrounding community,” McLarty
said. “We believe this decision gives us our best chance to resume on-campus classes this semester.”
Students attending Harding University in Latin America (HULA) learned earlier today that they would be returning to
the States as soon as flights can be booked. The HULA students will be refunded $9,269.60 to their student
accounts.
The University advised student athletes to communicate with their coaches. The email stated that Harding was
working with the Great American Conference to figure out other aspects of athletics.
As of now, University employees will continue normal functions on campus.
As of March 12, dozens of U.S. universities and colleges have canceled on-campus classes indefinitely or for a
period of time, including Pepperdine University in Malibu and Vanderbilt University in Nashville. Harding is the first
university in Arkansas to suspend classes in this way.
This is a developing situation. Check out the live video posted at 5:53 PM CT for further information and continue to
check our social media pages for updates.

A MESSAGE OF HOPE FROM A FACULTY MEMBER
written by Guest March 19, 2020

Written by Dr. James Burk
Times of trials are the moments that forge our identity. It is during these times our pretenses start to dissolve, and we
are finally able to honestly inspect our core values. We are forced to see the inner workings of our hearts, and
questions begin to rise to the surface. Who are we? What are our deepest longings? Where do we place our trust?
It is not easy to confront the person in the mirror, because oftentimes, we think higher of ourselves than we ought.
We profess the sovereignty of God, but our true trust and our deepest loyalties are revealed during times of
hardships. It is during these times when we are given the opportunity to pause our daily routine that we realign our
faith to truth.
Our choices can have a lasting and profound impact on our character. Do we uphold our integrity and cling to what is
good, or do we allow our present situation to define our ethics, doing what is right in our own eyes? Scripture calls us
to be men and women of genuine faith.

I would like to encourage everyone during these times of uncertainty to hold fast to the faith — not to lose heart.
Even during the darkest part of the night, there are always stars shining. We, too, need to shine like the stars during
the night and be beacons of hope. We are called to be salt and light to a hurting world. I want to encourage everyone
to remember God’s sovereignty, and regardless of the outcome, always remember that he is forever in control. Find
the good during the difficult times, and remember to seek his kingdom first.
Now is the time to show the love of Christ to a hurting world. Love is amplified when others are not expecting it. Do
not allow the present situation to confine or define your faith. Be wise and careful, but do not let your fears keep you
from caring for others. Remember to be hospitable and be a light to your community. Let us keep doing the good
work and not lose this opportunity to show the love of Christ. Do not lose heart. The faculty and staff at Harding
University have you constantly in our prayers. Peace be unto you.

DAIRY QUEEN PLANS TO SWEETEN SEARCY THIS
SUMMER
written by Katelynallen March 19, 2020

Graphic by Avery Tillett

Some students have already been buzzing about the restaurants Slim Chickens and Freddy’s Frozen Custard and
Steakburgers opening in Searcy later this year, but they may not know about the new partnership that takes the
cake. Dairy Queen is in the process of opening a brand new location in Searcy this summer.
You Scream Holdings LLC announced that Dairy Queen will partner with the Big Red gas station located on Beebe
Capps Expressway and Jimmy Carr Street. This Dairy Queen location will have the full restaurant menu with all of
the meals, cakes and Blizzards fans of the restaurant love. Blake Lively, president and owner of You Scream
Holdings LLC, said the project has already started, and construction will only take three to four months.
“Every time we have announced a new location, we have always received comments and emails from Searcy fans
asking for us to come to the area,” Lively said. “Searcy has always been on our radar, and we have been patiently
waiting for the right time to go there. We were so excited when it was Searcy’s turn because we knew we would be
welcomed with open arms.”

Some students are eager for Dairy Queen to finish construction before the 2020 fall semester. The announcement
came as a big surprise to junior Zane Harris, who said he had no idea that a Dairy Queen was coming to Searcy.
“The thing I’m looking forward to the most is the ice cream,” Harris said. “I love ice cream, and so the thought of
having a Dairy Queen employee turning upside down a cup of chocolate chip cookie dough ice cream and then
handing it to me is something I would really enjoy.”
Dairy Queen is best known for its Blizzards, frozen treats made by blending soft serve with mix-ins like candy pieces
and cookie dough. The dessert is famously turned upside down when it’s handed to each customer, showing that it’s
thick enough to stay in the cup.
Harris said he believes the Dairy Queen addition will boost customer numbers at Big Red. With the edge of campus
resting on Beebe Capps, students may be more likely to visit the gas station for a quick bite to eat.
Junior Courtney Mann said she had heard about the new Dairy Queen coming to Searcy but did not realize how
close the location would be to campus.
“I already go to Big Red to fuel up, but I will be more tempted to go inside and treat myself on rough days — or even
great days — to some Dairy Queen,” Mann said. “I have no doubt that others will have the same thought process …
this may be very dangerous for my wallet and health.”
Mann said she normally tries to avoid fast food, but she can’t deny her sweet tooth cravings. She said she’s eager to
treat herself to chicken strips and gravy with an Oreo Cheesecake Blizzard on the side.
Lively encouraged students and locals to use their restaurant as a location for both everyday eating and special
celebrations of all kinds.
“We want to be the headquarters for celebrations for both college students and the Searcy community,” Lively said.
“Whether it is celebrating with your favorite Blizzard, a DQ cake or a chicken strip basket with gravy, we want people
to think of DQ when it is time to celebrate. We always want to be a part of the community wherever we are. That is
the beauty of being locally owned is that we can be a part of student life in as many ways possible.”

FEATURE WRITING CLASS COMPLETES THE ULTIMATE
CLASS PROJECT
written by Ericjohnson March 19, 2020

Photo by Madison Meyer

Thanks to the students of communication instructor Noah Darnell’s feature writing journalism class, President Bruce
McLarty’s three-year search for the two women who were the first students to integrate into the Little Rock grade
school he attended as a child has been completed.
Inspired by Ruby Bridges’ American Studies Institute Distinguished Lecture at Harding in 2017, McLarty became
interested in reconnecting with Paula and Paulette Rodgers, who were the first two black students to attend Wilson
Elementary. The Rodgers twins were part of Phase 3 of the desegregation of the Little Rock schools; the famous
Little Rock Nine were Phase 1.
McLarty visited the Little Rock Board of Education twice to try and find information on his former classmates but had
no luck. After sharing his challenge with Darnell, however, McLarty’s luck started to change.

Eager to help out, Darnell asked McLarty to present his story to the feature writing students on the first day of class
in fall 2019. The students were tasked with spending the semester trying to find these two women. However, since
McLarty’s pitch had limited information, the students had very little to go on. Senior Caleb Manor was a part of this
class and recalled that the only information they started with was an old class photo, the year and the name of the
school.
In addition to helping McLarty, Darnell found the project to be great practice for aspiring journalists.
“It teaches young journalists all the way across the board how to do really in-depth research in things you can’t just
Google,” Darnell said. “What are you going to do? It’s literally a 50-year-old photograph.”
Incredibly, it took the students only three weeks to track both Rodgers sisters down.
“Darnell said at the beginning of the semester that we could spend the entire time searching for them and still come
up dry by the end of it,” Manor said. “None of us expected to find them in three weeks.”
The case was cracked by seniors Gael Langdon and Abigail Rezentes when the two went to the Little Rock Public
Library to investigate. Finding a school directory, Langdon and Rezentes identified two girls with the same last name,
located a parental contact and discovered that the mother still lives in the same house as she did in the 1960s.
Paula, who was in McLarty’s first grade class, now lives in the Los Angeles area; Paulette, who was in McLarty’s
second grade class, still lives in Little Rock.
Finally, on Feb. 21, McLarty and his wife, Ann, ate dinner with Paulette Rodgers, along with five people from
Rodgers’ family. Paula joined via FaceTime.
“It was so much fun to reconnect after all these years,” McLarty said. “It was fascinating to hear her story of growing
up in Little Rock during those years when so much was happening in the Civil Rights movement.”
This reunification process has touched the lives of many, including the Harding students who became a part of the
story through Darnell’s class.
“We learned a lot about what informational resources are actually available to the public, and I think having the
chance to learn that in an academic setting will help us all tremendously in our careers,” Manor said. “I’m grateful I
was able to work alongside the excellent journalists in the class, and I would not have changed anything about our
team’s composition.”

The feature writing students are working on writing an article that analyzes this reunification story. Not yet published,
Darnell said it is an optimistic piece that acknowledges growth in race relations over the years while still recognizing
the progress to be made.

HARDING CANCELS ON-CAMPUS CLASSES AND
ACTIVITIES FOR REST OF SEMESTER
written by Emily Nicks March 19, 2020
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Harding University announced today that the rest of the spring semester will be conducted through online instruction
due to growing national and global health concerns surrounding COVID-19.
While on Spring Break, students were informed last Thursday that on-campus classes and activities were postponed
until further notice, transitioning instead to online education. One week later, students learned via an email sent at 1
p.m. today that this change would remain in place for the rest of the semester.
The May 2020 commencement ceremony has been rescheduled for graduates to cross the stage in August.
Students who complete all graduation requirements will still have their degrees conferred in May.

Students will be notified via email March 23 how to proceed with moving their belongings out of on-campus living
quarters. They were asked not to return before then.
Residence halls are limited only to students who have no other option. Arrangements for this must have been made
through the Office of Student Life. The email specified extenuating circumstances, as detailed below.
“This includes those whose homes are outside of the U.S.; those whose internships or practicums require them to
remain; those whose home communities are quarantined; those for whom returning home represents a health/safety
threat. Food service is available,” the email stated.
In lieu of mandatory chapel, an online daily devotional will be available across Harding’s social media channels every
day at 10 a.m. CT beginning Monday. Watching the devotionals is not required of students, but it is encouraged.
Intercession and summer classes will begin as planned, as of now.
Spring Sing will resume in 2021. Next April’s show will keep this year’s planned theme, “Once Upon a Time.”
“We will resume normal life and will be back together as soon as is feasible,” President Bruce McLarty wrote in the
email. “Our prayers are with all of the Harding community and with our entire world as we pray for protection, healing
and strength through this difficult time.”
As of Thursday afternoon, there were 10,755 confirmed coronavirus cases in the U.S. and 154 deaths, according to
Johns Hopkins University and Medicine Coronavirus Resource Center; globally, there were 235,404 confirmed cases
and 9,785 confirmed deaths as of Thursday afternoon.
Arkansas Department of Health confirmed 46 cases in the state as of Thursday morning. White County did not have
any confirmed cases at the time.
Students will receive updates through their Harding email.

HUF STUDENTS COMPLETE VOLUNTARY QUARANTINE
AFTER RETURNING
written by Audrey Jackson March 19, 2020

The Harding University Florence (HUF) students returned to the States Feb. 29, and several students entered
quarantine based on state guidelines at the time. Following instructions from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) directed the students in the state to avoid public
spaces, remain at home and minimize interactions with family members until March 14, when the incubation period
of COVID-19 passed.
Sophomore HUF student Everett Kirkman said she was motivated to stay in voluntary quarantine because she didn’t
want to potentially expose her two grandmothers to the virus since they were in a higher risk group for COVID-19.
“I do want to see them, and I know they want to see me, but I want to be responsible,” Kirkman said. “And if I am a
carrier of [COVID-19], which I could be even if I’m not showing symptoms, I don’t want to be the one that gets one of
them sick.”

HUF students returned home to 10 states: Texas, Pennsylvania, New York, Georgia, Tennessee, Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Colorado, Indiana and South Carolina. The state health departments of New York, Oklahoma, Colorado,
South Carolina and Arkansas requested that travelers returning from Italy at the time voluntarily quarantine in their
own homes, while the rest of the states advised returning travelers to follow CDC recommendations.
According to the National Conference of State Legislations, both the federal and state governments have the right to
legally enforce quarantine and isolation related to communicable diseases. The ADH is currently monitoring 441
travelers with daily check-ins and investigating 113 possible cases of COVID-19. While quarantine in Arkansas is
voluntary for returning travelers who may not be infected, the state does retain the right to involve law enforcement if
infected people refuse medical advice. The National Conference of State Legislatures statute for Arkansas states the
director of the Department of Health has ultimate control over all quarantine measures. Arkansas Gov. Asa
Hutchinson addressed the concern surrounding COVID-19 on Feb. 28 in a press conference.
“We go about our business, we spend our money, we drive the economy and we conduct business because there’s
no confirmed cases in Arkansas,” Hutchinson said. “And it’s important that we go about our daily lives without fear.”
Health advisors across the U.S. have advised citizens to avoid panicking as COVID-19 spreads. According to the
CDC, there are 10,442 confirmed cases and 150 confirmed deaths related to the virus in the U.S. as of March 19.
Karen Kelley, associate professor of nursing at Harding, said people in the Searcy community should not worry but
practice basic health precautions and wash their hands regularly. The best place to find information and prevention
procedures regarding the virus is on the CDC website, Kelley said.
“My opinion is you should probably be prepared,” Kelley said.

HUMILITY AND JUSTICE: ALUMNUS RELEASES BOOK
ABOUT FINALLY FINDING JUSTICE IN CIVIL RIGHTS COLD
CASES
written by Afatula March 19, 2020

Photo courtesy of ASI

Through the years, Harding has seen many successful alumni. However, perhaps none have had the same type of
impact that ‘82 alumnus Jerry Mitchell has had.

Mitchell is an American investigative reporter whose work has helped put four members of the Ku Klux Klan and a
serial killer behind bars. Through his investigations and stories, he has exposed injustices and corruption, prompting
investigations, state reforms, and the firings of boards and officials. He is a Pulitzer Prize finalist and has won over
30 national awards, including the MacArthur “Genius” Grant in 2009.
Associate professor of communication Dr. Jim Miller said he is reminded of Jesus when he thinks of Mitchell. In
similar ways, they both advocate for the voiceless and stand up for truth, Miller said. From the first time Miller heard
Mitchell speak, he said he was moved by his story.
“I was really struck by his passion for justice and use of his talents as a journalist to pursue justice,” Miller said. “I’m
inspired to be a better person, honestly, and I’m reminded of the power for good that journalism can be.”
Mitchell released his most recent book, “Race Against Time,” on Feb. 24. In it, he tells the story of his pursuit to
reopen unsolved murder cases from the Civil Rights Era, prompting convictions in some of the nation’s most
notorious murders.
Before the University canceled on-campus classes and activities, the American Studies Institute Distinguished
Lecture Series and Honors College planned to host Mitchell for a special lecture on March 24 as part of his book
tour. He was also planning to visit classes within the department of communication. This visit was canceled, but
some professors hope a future visit can be scheduled at a later time.
Before the visit was canceled, Mitchell said he had planned to speak about the race against time for justice and how
we are also involved in a race against time in this life.
“I hope to convey how God loves justice and how I believe that his hand has been involved in these cases and
convictions,” Mitchell said.
Miller said he hopes those who read and hear about the cases Mitchell has helped bring to justice will gain a deeper
understanding of the field of journalism and its power for good.
“Jerry, I think, is an example of why we need [journalism],” Miller said. “There is a lot of injustice in the world, and
journalism is one way that we can expose that injustice, so I hope that all of us are reminded of the very good
influence that journalism can be in our society.”
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Senior Destiny Thomas said she chose journalism because she wants to tell people’s stories and advocate for them,
something she believes Mitchell embodies to the fullest.
“It’s cool that we have some fun alumni that have done some crazy, awesome things,” Thomas said.
Miller reflected on the unexpected power of humility, something he said is exemplified by Mitchell. Although Mitchell’s
planned visit to Harding has been canceled for the time, his example is one that will surely impact people regardless.
“He has been recognized in so many ways through awards that he’s received, but you would never know that talking
to Jerry,” Miller said. “He’s just very unassuming, very humble, and I really appreciate that everyone who comes into
contact with him … is going to be struck by his insight, his wisdom, his work ethic, but also his humility.”

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM QUARANTINED IN PERU
written by Briellehetherington March 19, 2020
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Students attending Harding University in Latin America (HULA) are spending an extra two weeks of isolation in Peru
after travel bans implemented in South America increased in severity and forced them to remain in the country. The
students were on the way back to the States March 16 after International Programs (IP) decided to bring them back.
According to IP Executive Director Audra Pleasant, Peru’s President Martin Vizcarra announced the plan to shut the
borders effective midnight March 16. The HULA group was the last program to end their semester abroad early after
Harding’s programs in Florence (HUF) and Greece (HUG) ended earlier this semester. Travel bans and poor weather
conditions hindered the HULA group’s ability to return to the U.S.
“A fog delay in Arequipa, the city where the HULA program makes its home, delayed the students’ flight from
Arequipa to Lima, making it impossible for the students to arrive in time for their flight to the U.S.,” Pleasant said.

Countries in South America are trying to slow the spread of COVID-19 by banning and regulating travel between
countries.
“It became clear that everyone in the world would somehow be impacted by COVID-19,” HULA Director Jeremy
Daggett said. “Countries in South America were hit a lot more slowly, but they reacted very quickly with isolating
measures.”
Countries such as Brazil, Costa Rica, Chile and Mexico have closed their borders to surrounding and international
countries and implemented strict curfews. The sudden global changes left some HULA students feeling surprised,
like junior TaylorAnn Laman.
“I did not expect the coronavirus to have any impact on my study abroad,” Laman said. “I knew it was a problem
when HUF got sent home, but I didn’t really get nervous for us until HUG went home.”
Daggett said the group waited six hours on the plane before eventually deplaning and heading back to El Castillo,
Harding’s home in Arequipa.
“It was a rollercoaster of emotions to have your study abroad semester cut short, be ready to leave, and then all of a
sudden be back where you started,” Daggett said. “But the students have adapted and responded so positively.”
Current HULA student sophomore Deanna Hutson agreed that the students have been in good spirits overall,
despite the circumstances.
“Everyone has done a really good job being positive,” Hutson said. “Most of us were actually really excited to stay,
even though we are all under quarantine.”
Hutson continued to say that they get the advantage of continuing their schooling in-person, which gives the group
two more weeks to grow closer.
“I don’t think God was quite ready for us to leave Peru,” Hutson said. “I think there are still some things that need to
happen first.”
The HULA students are expected to return to the United States by April 3 but are hoping to work with the U.S.
Embassy to get a flight back to the States sooner.

NCAA CANCELS SPRING SPORT SEASONS, GRANTS
ANOTHER YEAR OF ELIGIBILITY
written by Darcysandford March 19, 2020

On March 13, Harding announced to students that NCAA athletics have been cancelled for the rest of the academic
year in response to COVID-19. The NCAA is continuing to handle legislation and monitor what athletes can do on a
daily basis and decided to not charge spring sport athletes with a season of competition for this spring.
Athletic Director Jeff Morgan said this means that baseball, softball, outdoor track and field, tennis and golf student
athletes who had entered a season of competition and who were academically eligible to compete will not lose a
season of eligibility. The waiver applies to all classifications, not just seniors.
Senior infielder Connor Kelly said the baseball team was 24 games into their season, just short of halfway through
the season. He said he plans to come back another year to pursue his master’s degree and take advantage of the
extra year of eligibility offered.

“This year so far we had a lot of good going for us, and it just hurt me so bad looking at all the other guys and
knowing we wouldn’t have another day together,” Kelly said. “For me, I’ve described it as bonus time. It feels like we
are getting another chance at this thing and not many other people can say they get to play another year of
baseball.”
In regards to athletic scholarships for the extra year, Morgan said it will be up to each university to handle due to the
unforeseen financial burden it could pose for each university with added scholarship money. Morgan said Harding is
looking at all the scenarios for each sport, student athlete and team to see how they might be able to handle these
possibilities.
“We are still working on all the scenarios for what scholarships will look like next year for seniors who would like to
come back,” Morgan said. “The NCAA is allowing universities to go over on their NCAA limits for next year (2020-21)
and it will be permissible for the seniors to be on scholarship again which may put the sport over their allowable limit
since coaches have already signed new student athletes for next year.”
Freshman thrower on the track and field team Mary Vander Sewell did not compete in the indoor portion of the track
and field season and planned to only compete in the outdoor meets. She trained all year and competed in one meet
before the season was cancelled, but she said in a way, she is thankful it happened her freshman year.
“Losing this season was really sad, but not as devastating as it would have been any other year,” Sewell said. “This
season, to me, was about improving and getting acquainted with college sports opposed to high school. The main
disappointment is losing the experience and time with my teammates.”
Athletes have been and will continue receiving communication directly from their coaches on what this season’s
cancellation means for each team moving forward in this unprecedented time.
“I’m still heartbroken for those whose seasons were cut short, but I am confident that our student athletes at Harding
will come back even more determined to be very successful on and off the field, court, track, etc.” Morgan said.

‘NOTHING TO BE SORRY ABOUT:’ STUDENT REFLECTS
ON GROWING UP IN DEAF HOUSEHOLD
written by Chantelceaser March 19, 2020

Photo courtesy of Alyson Lowenstein

As a young child, junior Alyson Lowenstein was handed a great deal of responsibility. Being a child of two deaf
parents, she often served as her parents’ ears and voice.
“I had to answer phone calls, call insurance companies and make doctors’ appointments,” Lowenstein said. “It was a
lot of responsibility for a young kid to take on.”
Lowenstein is the youngest of the three hearing kids in her family. Although the responsibility was heavy at times,
having two older sisters who had done it before helped lighten the load.
“It was a collective responsibility [between] us three,” Lowenstein said.
Lowenstein’s first language is American Sign Language (ASL), and it is the primary means by which her family
communicates.
Along with using ASL, the Lowenstein siblings grew up in a house that had different features to let their parents know
if someone was at the door or if a baby was crying in another room — things that hearing people may never have
considered as posing a challenge for people who are deaf.
“[My parents] had a shaking bed that would shake when I would cry, and when people ring the doorbell the lights
would flicker,” Lowenstein said.
Lowenstein said even when she and her sisters spoke English to each other without their parents being able to hear,
they remained respectful in their speech.
“There’s kind of a leniency [because] our parents can’t hear, but we’re still respectful and talk about things we should
talk about,” Lowenstein said.
Although members of the deaf community have made strides in being perceived as those who are capable of doing
anything a hearing person can, Lowenstein said their deafness is still often looked at as something that needs to be
fixed.
“[When] I had to tell my friends that my parents were deaf, [their] first response was, ‘I’m sorry,’ and I would start
laughing or ask why,” Lowenstein said. “There’s nothing to be sorry about.”
Junior ASL Club President Makinzie Haught said she was ignorant of a lot of things about the deaf community before
taking an ASL class in high school.
“At first I didn’t even know there was a deaf culture,” Haught said. “I just thought there were deaf people and that it
was something that could be fixed.”

Since Lowenstein has two deaf parents and was raised in two different cultures with different means of
communication, she decided to major in communication science and disorders. She attributes her outlook on life to
her experience with deaf culture.
“If I hadn’t had the parents [I have], I probably wouldn’t be in the major that I am and probably wouldn’t see the world
the way I do see it or see people’s experiences as so important,” Lowenstein said. “Having deaf parents helped me
to have an open mind, and even if I don’t agree with everything, someone does.”
Deafness and deaf culture can seem foreign to the hearing world, but Lowenstein doesn’t want that difference to
stop people from communicating with deaf people or scare them into isolating deaf people. ASL student Junior Kayla
Stites said she felt the same and encouraged people to learn a little ASL.
“I didn’t think how isolated the deaf community is [until] I took ASL, and by learning a few signs and having the
courage to talk to them, makes them feel seen,” Stites said.

RACE AGAINST TIME BOOK REVIEW
written by Emmajones March 19, 2020
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Harding University alumnus Jerry Mitchell spent 30 years as a successful investigative reporter, and he can now add
author to his list of accolades. Mitchell’s book, “Race Against Time,” documents his efforts to reopen several
unsolved cold cases from the Civil Rights era and to convict the men responsible for brutal crimes decades after they
were committed. In doing so, Mitchell has helped put four members of the Ku Klux Klan behind bars.
The book is split into five parts. Each part describes Mitchell’s efforts in a particular cold case, from how he found out
about the case, to tracking down witnesses that were still alive, to finding evidence that could still be used in court.
Mitchell found remaining family members of victims and even interviewed the men believed to commit each crime, as
detailed in the book.
“Justice demands it,” Mitchell wrote in a piece for The Clarion-Ledger newspaper in 1989, urging the state of
Mississippi to prosecute the killers of the first case he covered. “Nothing more, nothing less.”
This first case involved the 1964 murders of three civil rights workers — James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and
Michael Schwerner — by more than 20 Klansmen in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Not one was ever prosecuted for
murder. Mitchell’s efforts to bring justice to those who got away with murder eventually went dormant, and the
Mississippi Burning case, as it was called, would stay cold for a while longer.
This first chapter was a frustrating start. Mitchell’s description of the crime drew my interest from the very beginning,
and I wanted to see justice served. It was disappointing to read that the men responsible wouldn’t be convicted.
The second part of the book covers the assassination of Medgar Evers, who was both a Civil Rights leader and led
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in Mississippi before he was shot outside
of his home in 1963. In 1994, Byron De La Beckwith, who had gotten away with murder during the original case, was
found guilty for assassinating Evers.
As recorded in Mitchell’s book, after Beckwith was convicted, Medgar’s wife Myrlie Evers said, “Medgar was still alive
in spirit and through each and every one of us who wanted to see justice done.”

The Medger Evers case was especially impactful for me to read. I cannot imagine the grief of his wife and children
after he was assassinated. The fact that they fought for his justice even many years after his death was such an
inspirational story.
In 1966, several Klansmen firebombed the house of Civil Rights leader Vernon Dahmer, resulting in injuries that
caused his death. Four men were convicted for the crime, but due to their sentences being lightened, none remained
in jail by the time Mitchell found out about the case in 1990. In 1994, Mitchell’s efforts helped to convict Imperial
Wizard Sam Bowers, who gave the order to kill at least 10 people in the ’60s, including Dahmer.
The verdict of the Dahmer case was very emotionally stirring for me. Bowers was a man who was responsible for the
deaths of numerous people, and after years of walking free he had finally been put behind bars.
The fourth case covered by Mitchell is well known: the 1963 16th Street Baptist Church bombing in Birmingham,
Alabama, which killed teenagers Addie Mae Collins, Denis McNair, Carole Robertson and Cynthia Wesley. In 2002,
Klansman Bobby Cherry was found guilty for the bombing and charged with four life sentences.
This case made me especially emotional after I read the outcome of it. Finally, after decades, the families of the
teenage girls could have closure and peace knowing that their killer was not free any longer.
The last case of the book is also the first chronologically, as efforts over the years brought about a new case for the
Mississippi Burning murders. A full 41 years after the crime had originally been committed, Klansman Edgar Ray
Killen was found guilty.
“In the cases where I’ve succeeded and those where I’ve failed, my aim has been to ensure that the truth was what
wound up on the record,” Mitchell wrote in the epilogue of his book. “Only then could justice be done.”
“Race Against Time” captures a historic, real-life detective story of justice, forgiveness and hope even when a
situation seems hopeless. It also brings to life how far our country has come since the times where people were
killed for wanting equality. This reader gives it 5 out of 5 stars.

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN LENT TO REMEMBER
JESUS’S SACRIFICE
written by Madisonscott March 19, 2020

Lent is a tradition that has taken place within Christianity for centuries, and for those who participate, it serves as a
40-day period leading up to Easter to remember the sacrifice that Christ made.
Freshman Taylor Moore has been participating in Lent since she was a freshman in high school. She said each Lent
season has allowed her to make a daily, or even hourly, sacrifice of something worldly so she can turn her attention
to an eternal sacrifice.
“It’s been kind of eye-opening to see how dependent I am on whatever it was that I decided to give up,” Moore said.
This year, Moore chose to give up using mirrors or any type of reflective device, which she said has forced her to
focus less on herself, especially in the mornings, and set her thoughts and energy more on God and others.

“You’re just constantly reminded of the presence of God when you can’t have something that you normally would,”
Moore said. “God has become more because I have had to become so much less.”
Junior Jordan Hornsby grew up participating in Lent and Ash Wednesday with her family and church at home. She
said that her church always tried to emphasize making a sacrifice that would help them emulate Jesus and the types
of sacrifices that he made, and that every time they felt themselves reaching for or wanting what they gave up, it
could serve as a reminder to pray and turn to God.
Hornsby said one year that particularly stood out to her was when she and her friends decided to read through the
Gospels in addition to giving something up for Lent.
“In addition to giving something up, we took something on, and that was really cool to see — not only what it looks
like to sacrifice something, but to take something on that will bring you closer to God as well,” Hornsby said.
Hornsby said Lent serves as a season each year to reflect on the magnitude of Jesus’s sacrifice and how important it
truly is.
“It puts my mind in the right space because, so many times, I feel like Easter — or really any holiday or anything in
life — can just sneak up on you, but having Lent 40 days before just was a constant reminder of, ‘This is to
remember Jesus giving up his life and then resurrecting from the dead,’” Hornsby said.
Junior Easton Davis said he was not originally planning on participating in Lent, but his viewpoint changed when he
went to an Ash Wednesday service and got the ash cross marked on his forehead.
“I really loved it because they said, ‘From dust you came and to dust you will return,’ which is something that I’ve
heard before, but this year it had an action,” Davis said. “The ash on the forehead tied to it, and therefore had
meaning.”
As a whole, Davis said this Lent season for him looks like being more aware of his innate selfishness and rejecting
it.
“Me and the people participating in Lent are giving up something for 40 days, and it’s not even remarkably close to
what Jesus has done,” Moore said. “But it’s just one more step in the path of Jesus’s life, and I think it’s very cool to
be a part of something like that.”

STUDENTS PRESENT RESEARCH FOR NASA IN D.C.
written by Selbybailey March 19, 2020
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Harding science students saw their hard work and research pay off in a big way when members of a research team
were selected to travel to Washington D.C. earlier this year. The students presented their material for six hours in the
Capitol while staff members of Congress visited with them about the research, its importance and why it should
continue to be funded.
Seniors Sidney Brandon, Parker Pruitt, Elizabeth Reed, Hannah Smith and junior Abby Bankhead have gotten a
head start in their scientific careers as they have researched ways to improve NASA’s International Space Station’s
(ISS) water system. Professor of chemistry Dr. Dennis Province and associate professor of chemistry and chair Dr.
Cindy White assisted in their research.
Seventeen universities in Arkansas are funded by NASA through the Space Grant Project (SGP), a program that
helps NASA funnel research money to universities throughout all 50 states, D.C., and Puerto Rico. Of the
participating universities in Arkansas, Harding alone was selected to travel to Washington D.C. and present their
findings.
The ISS uses a water filtering system that recycles wastewater such as urine, sweat and any other water particles
that are dehumidified from the air, Brandon said. Each and every microscopic drop of water in the station is put
through the filtering system and comes out ready to drink.
“Once [the water] gets purified, it’s actually cleaner than the water we drink out of our faucet,” White said.
How can such a system be created to transform bacteria-infested water into water that’s cleaner than what we drink
here on Earth? Brandon said though it’s safe to drink, the bacteria that is filtered out gets stuck and builds up in the
system and creates biofilms.
Besides the biofilms, another obstacle of the system is the build-up of molecules from deodorants, lotions and
shampoos known as DMSD. These molecules are found in the water even after it has been purified. Until a new
system is perfected and installed, astronauts continue to drink about 22 parts per million of DMSD, a consistent
concentration of the particles no matter what the volume is, Pruitt said.

The team of Harding students researched solutions to eliminate these particles, as well as eliminate the growth of
bacteria occurring within the system itself.
The team implemented a process called photocatalysis, which White explained as titanium dioxide and UV light
working together to break apart bacteria and prevent it from growing.
They conducted experiments to test the effects UV light and titanium oxide have on the amount of the bacteria
growing in the ISS water system. The group’s longest experiment lasted about 100 hours, and they found UV light
and titanium oxide used together contained the best results.
“There was a significant decrease [in bacteria] by about 90%,” Pruitt said.
Once a year, a team of SGP Harding students travel to Huntsville, Alabama, to meet with scientists in charge of the
ISS water system and give the team ideas to work on until their next meeting. Until 2021, the Harding student and
faculty researchers will continue to search for ways to remove DMSD particles and bacteria from the water system.

THE GOODBYE WE DIDN’T KNOW WAS COMING
written by Emily Nicks March 19, 2020

Over the past week, we have experienced a lot of firsts. As a community, we experienced our first week of online
instruction. Many of us have gone through our first encounters with new practices like social distancing and, perhaps,
quarantine. We received the first of many emails from professors saying, “Things are going to be different now.”
In the middle of an unprecedented time for Harding, I find myself reflecting a lot on the lasts as well as the firsts. It’s
hitting me especially hard as a senior on course for graduation in May. I can’t help but mourn the lasts that I didn’t
even realize were passing — my last Spring Sing rehearsal; last club function; my last morning to wake up with my
roommates.
I thought The Bison was going to have five more printed issues before I had to say goodbye. I thought we had five
more deadline nights. I’m sad — we don’t. Volume 95 of The Bison has seen its last physical distribution, and I didn’t
know until it was too late.

Over the past two weeks, we have been hit with breaking news story after breaking news story. In a way, it’s
energizing. We go into full-on work mode, asking questions, finding answers, writing, seeking, communicating. It’s
fast and kind of exciting.
But when the story is uploaded — when the dust settles — I’m often left feeling drained. With Thursday’s
announcement of the final cancellation of on-campus classes for my last semester, I feel more exhausted than ever
before in the wake of breaking news.
As much as I complained about late Wednesday night deadlines, I would love one more. Even though those stacks
of papers were heavy, I would happily tote them across campus if it meant I got to see one more printed edition. I
would even gladly have people ignore us as we try to hand out The Bison after chapel on Fridays. I didn’t appreciate
those moments enough as they happened.
I am heartbroken over the unexpected end of my time in the Student Publications office, but I am also reminded that
there is still work to be done and a community to be served.
Printed editions of The Bison are on pause for the rest of this school year. That’s sad, but it doesn’t mean that
communication is paused. It doesn’t mean that our job is finished.
I’ve stated before that the primary purpose of The Bison is to inform the community, and the secondary purpose is to
record history. Even in a time that is unlike any Harding has experienced before, we still exist to serve these
purposes. The need may be even greater now.
With that realization, we got back to work. Our process looks different now; some of our staff members’ roles have
shifted, and some of our content will be different from now on. However, our purpose remains the same. We are here
to inform and record history. I also hope we can help connect our community as we go through a new period of being
separated across hundreds of miles.
A few weeks ago, we experienced our last in-office deadline. This week, we encountered our first remote deadline.
Instead of being surrounded by teammates and music in the Student Publications office, I was surrounded by old
family photos and packed away Christmas decorations in my family’s home office. It was a new experience, and I
miss how things used to be. That’s OK. As we reflect on the lasts, we’re allowed to be sad.
However, we must also embrace the firsts and make the most of them. Life itself hasn’t stopped; it’s just been
altered. Our patterns may be different now, but our purpose and passions remain the same.
Thank you all for sticking with The Bison during this time. We promise we’re sticking with you.

